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order was to be designated in tlie process of tliat prophetic evolution wliich burst 
out in all its completeness when a risen Savior became the only priest humanity 
should ever again need. 

This Melchisedec was a genuine 7^3 and a 7V*7J^* '7K'7 JHS- He belonged to 
the Canaanite race afterward proscribed by the law of Moses and forever debar- 
red from all privileges of the Hebrew race and Aaronic priesthood. He has no 
genealogy, showing that tliis priesthood rises above the prerogative of a family, 
and belongs to the higher claims of a sanctified manhood. No wonder then, that 
the vision of the Psalmist, having been opened to the glory of the coming dis- 
pensation, should rise above the narrow limits of his own nationality and its 
priesthood, and fix itself upon Melchisedec as the true type of the priesthood of 
the Son of God. 

We may safely infer that this priesthood and sacrifice were more or less prac- 
ticed all through the history of the Israelites, until by a too superstitious reverence 
for the sacred places made memorable by them, the true spiritual culture was lost 
sight of and it became evil in God's sight, and the whole practice was interdicted 
by Divine order and regal autliority. C. V. Anthony. 



•^EDITO^i:/IIiM?OTES.-<- 



Semitic Study at Johns Hopkins University. — With the advent of Dr. Paul 
Ilaupt as professor of the Semitic Languages at Johns Hopkins University, a new 
interest in the study of these subjects could not fail to be aroused. From the 
University Circular, issued under the auspices of that institution, we learn that 
the classes are already formed ui Assyrian, Sumero-Accadian, Arabic, Hebrew 
and Ethiopic. Nine students are enrolled, one of whom is sufficiently advanced 
in Assyriology to take up the reading of bi-lingual texts at sight. It is gratifying 
to note that there is such a demand for high-class instruction in this department, 
and that this demand can now be met in our own country by as competent an in- 
structor as Germany can show. Xo small good will result to American scholarship 
from the enterprise and foresight of the Trustees of this University in securing 
the services of Prof. Haupt. It is the beginning, let us hope, of a movement to 
extend instruction in the Semitic languages into all the leading American col- 
leges. 



Another Testimony. — It gives us pleasure to publish the following letter, relat- 
ing to a subject, in which, we believe, every student of the Bible ought to be 
interested : — 
Dear Mb. Editor, — 

I have read with pleasure the letter which Dr. Elliott publishes on page 12-t of 
the December Number of The Old Testament Student. He gives one of 
many instances which might be cited to show that in America Hebrew is begin- 
ning to receive a fair measure of attention. The plan of making Hebrew an elec- 
tive study in our academical institutions is one which I most heartily recommend. 
Indeed, unless something of the kind is done, we can hardly expect to produce 
many first-class Hebraists. But let our students enjoy at least one term of thor- 
ough drill in the elements of the language before entering upon the study of 
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Theology, then ere their professional studies are completed they shall be able with 
zest to examine the niceties of syntax and exegesis ; and better, they shall leave 
the Theological College with a love for the Hebrew Scriptures and an ability to 
read them with ease and profit. Dalhousie College, of this city, has recently made 
Hebrew an elective study, and so far as 1 know all fourth year men who have 
the ministry in view are enrolled in the Hebrew class. 

Yours very respectfully, 
3 Bland street, Halifax, X. S. John Cureie. 



Enconragemeut of Bible Study. — Certain prominent Canada papers have under- 
taken to popularize Bible study. Churches, Sunday Schools, and such other 
means as are ordinarily employed, will be supplemented by a method which not 
only covers in general the entire field, but also deals largely in detail. The partic- 
ular kind of Bible study insisted upon is represented as being most profitable, and, 
with the incentive offered, most entertaining. The plan proposed furnishes em- 
ployment of a high character for the long winter evenings, for both old and young. 
The profit to be gained from the study, under this plan, will be pecuniary as well 
as intellectual. Gold and silver watches, chains, lockets, rings, etc., are presented 
to the students of this school. An idea of the scope of the work may be obtained 
from the announcements made. In the work mapped out by one journal the 
student is expected to ascertain (1) how many times the word Lord occurs in the 
Bible? (2) how many times the word Jehovah is found in the Bible? (3) whether 
there are two chapters in the Bible exactly alike, and if so, where they are? 
Another journal instructs its students to ascertain (1) how many letters there are 
in the Bible? (2) how many words? (3) what verse in the Bible contains all the 
letters of the alphabet, counting I and J as one? 

It would be no easy task to reckon the results, in respect either to amount or 
character, of Biblical knowledge acquired by these methods. To know that there 
are 3,586,483 letters in the Bible, 773,693 words, 31,373 verses, and 1,189 chapters; 
or to have learned that the words "Jehovah" and " Lord " occur a certain number 
of times — how valuable such knowledge must be. And in addition to the knowl- 
edge thus attained, sight must not be lost of " a pair of beautiful heavily plated 
gold bracelets,'' or "a solid gold gem ring,'' which falls to the lot of that arith- 
metical individual who succeeds first in making himself master of this practical 
information. How strange that respectable journals will lend themselves to such 
folly, or allow their pages to be used in advertising such nonsense. Yet the an- 
nouncement informs us that this is done to encourage Bible study (!). We trust 
that entertainment of a more profitable character, and Biblical study of a different 
type may be provided for both the children and the adults of Canada. Let us 
have Bible study; let us encourage it; but let us be sure that it is Bible study. 



What is Bible Study not. — It is often easier to say what a thing is not, than to 
say definitely what it is. That Bible study is study of the Bible, will be granted 
by all, but even this is not so satisfactory an explanation as one would wish. 

Bible study, we are prepared to aflirm (1) is not the counting of verses, words 
and letters ; and it is but justice to our Canada friends to say that they are not 
alone in making this error, for the Jews at-times, have paid much attention to the 
letter of the Word, and the work of counting points, letters, words and verses, in 
the case of the Hebrew Bible was done long ago. Nor (2) is Bible study the cor- 
rect term to apply to those endeavors, so frequent in these days, to ascertain not 



